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Stories in our Treasury Vol. 12 are selected from the
Kids4Kids 2022-23 My Story Creation annual story writing
and illustration competition, which is the only creative writing
and illustration competition in Hong Kong to publish fully
illustrated bilingual (English & Chinese, with Pinyin) original
works created by kids.

We hope you will enjoy, share and treasure these wonderful
stories!
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Kids4Kids envisions a future where all young people are
making a positive impact in their community, with the
belief that they are “Never too young to change the world”.
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The Star of this Story

Aarav Bathija

Aarav was born in New York. City-in 2011, He lives in
Hong Kong with his easygoing sister and loving parents.
Aarav is passionate about writing, acting, basketball
and tennis.
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Dexter Yu

Dexter Yu was born in Hong Kong and lives with his
mom, dad and little brother. He enjoys music, tennis and
basketball. Dexter hopes to become a tennis pro one
day.
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Written by X

AARBRY BATHITA
DEXTER YU

Aarav Bathija

Ilustrated by

Dexter Yu

Hong Kong International School
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The story is originally written in English
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Once upon a time, in an Indian village where girls werent allowed
to play football, there lived a fearless girl named Abhaya. In fact,
her name itself meant ‘fearless’. Abhaya loved to play football and
became one of the most famous girls of all time because of it. In
her own way, Abhaya spoke up for girls everywhere and this is
her story.
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It began like any other day. At dawn, I trekked to the village
well, collected water, and hurried home to complete my chores. On
my way back, I passed the muddy yet grassy football field. The
neighbourhood boys routinely played football there for the entire
day. I had always wanted to join them, but I was too afraid to
ask. Until ftoday.
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I thought, be yourself. Be fearless, Abhaya. So I set down the
A\ " B bucket of water, strode up to the pitch, and asked the boys if I
' could play.
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First, there was silence; then, laughter, but I stood my ground until
the bulkiest boy shoved me away. Tears stung my eyes. Bile clogged my
throat. I felt terrible. I wiped the tears from my eyes and muttered
to myself, "They dont need to allow you to play. Youre Abhaya, you're
fearless. If you want to do something, you ALWAYS make it happen.”
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Thats how I got the idea of pretending to be a boy. I crept into
my older brothers room. I sneakily put on his green cap, collared
shirt and khaki pants.

zhe ji shi wei shénme wo méngshéngle jid zhuangdéngnan hai de xiang fa wO giao giao de
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z0u jin gé ge de fang jian tou tou de daishang le ta de 10 sé mao zi chuanshang ta de
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I raced out of the hut. This time, I didnt ask to play football. I
strutted in, like one of the boys, and nobody thought fo stop me.

wo féi kuai de pao chi xido wi zhé yi ci wo méi you yao git qu t1 za qiu
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Turns ouf, I was exquisite at football. I scored multiple goals. And
once the match was over, I peeled off my cap, let my hair down
and proved to the boys how athletic a girl could be. The boys
tried to push me off the pitch, but luck favored me. As word
spread, girls from the village stood firmly beside me. Thats how
it became a ‘girls vs boys’ match; on one condition. If the girls'
won, we could play football with the boys any time. However, if
the boys won, then the girls would lose their chance to play this

game.
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The stakes were high. The atmosphere was tense. But we were
determined, feisty and passionate. It was down to this last penalty.
So I took a deep breath and reminded myself that this game was
in honor of girls, like me, who had been denied opportunities in
other parts of the world.
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As it turns ouf, my shot slammed into the goalkeeper's chest. He
stumbled backwards while the ball went past the goal line to score
the winning goal.
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Girls were now allowed to play football in our village. I was invited
to be part of an international football club. But most importantly,
this goes to show that no matter how hard it is, always fight for
what's right. And be Abhaya.
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The Star of this Story

Ethan the Little Lion
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My name is Cheung Ying Hoi, Brendan. I am 10 Cheung Ving Hoi 3&/&$e

years old and currently G P udent.”’ ’rloveﬁ @stmﬂéﬁ@ﬁﬂb

playing rugby, drawing and g the piano. I Ry =g y®

wish the world love, peace and happiness. Cheung Ying Hoi 3E[EES
HOBSRUERBE - SE+H5E - FHKESEITBLE - Lok Sin Tong Lau Tak Primary School
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The story is originally written in English
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Once upon a time, there was a little lion called Ethan. He was
an orphan. His parents were killed by the hunters after he was
born so he had no family. He lived alone in a cave on the top of a

mountain.

cdng gidn you vyi zhl jiao zud yi sén de xido shr. zi ta shi yi ge gu ér
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de fuU mu zai ta chishénghou jiu bei lie rén sha hai le sué yi  ta méi ydu jia rén

NLEBEBREELRBEARET  FUBRERA o f

dd  zi shénghud zai shan ding de yi ge dongxue [
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Ethan was unhappy because of his innate afro-hair. All lions had
smooth, long brown hair except him. His hair was curly and black.
It was really hard too. He tried to make it smooth and straight
but he failed. Everyone laughed at him and called him ‘Bomby.

Vi sén yin ta tanshéng de fé& zhou juin fa ér gdn dao bu kuai le sud you de shr z
PRAMIXEDNFEMBEZMEE ANIRE o B BB
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méi gé rén dou chdoxiao ta chéng a  wéi Xido zha dan
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Ethans classmates never played with him. His hair was way too
hard and would always hit others. His hair was also too big and no
one would sit next to him. His hair was black and looked messy ...
and no one would walk close to him.

yT sén de tdng xué mencéng lai dou bu hé ta wanshud ta de tou fa tai ying le

PRODESEMEREANMBINE - BHOBRELRET -
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ta shén pang ér gié ta de tou fa kan qi lai you héiyou luan méi you rén xiang kao jin ta
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Ethans classmates were mean to Ethan too. They always played
tricks on him and sometimes they would throw rubbish into his
hair. They also sometimes flew paper planes info his hair. Ethan
felt extremely sad and upsef.

yI sén de téng xué mendou dui ta hén ke bd ta men zdng shi zhuo nong ta, you shi

PRODEMEHTMRIE  HARERFML B

hou hdi hui wang ta de téu fa I pao la jT huo zhé bda zhi fé& j1T réng dao ta de téu fa
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If yT sén gan dao f&ichangndn gud hé jlu sang
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One day, all the students went on a picnic to a river with their
teacher Mrs. Murphy. The weather was sunny and everyone played
together except Ethan, who was sitting alone under a big oak
tree. Mrs Murphy started falking fo Ethan.

yi tian  sud you de xué shénghé ldo sht mo féi fi ren yi qi qu hé bianyé can
—X T ENELXENEMEFXA—EBEEZITEHTE -

tian qgi qing lang méi gé rén dou zai yi qf wan shuad wéidi yT sén da zi zud zai vyi

XRBHE BEASEEnZE EEFPREBEL%ET—

ké da xiang shu xia hé mo fei fo ren jiao
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Suddenly, ‘Zoe’ fell into the raging river. She was flushed away.
All the lions could not swim and were afraid. They shouted, “Help!
Zoe is in danger!” Mrs Murphy was shocked and really didnt know
what to do. Suddenly, Ethan ran to the river and jumped in.

th ran su er diao jin le xiongyong de hé lid zhong ta béi hé shui chong zou le
TR REEETHBENITRP - WWIKPET o

sud you de sht zi dou bua hui ybuyodng, ta men hai pa de han jiao zhe jiu ming a
FFrEtmMITBEAZTHEX MBS - " Kool !
su er ydu wéixidn mo féi fi ren yéhuangluan le qi lai bu zhi dao gai zé€n me ban
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Ethan could not swim but he fried to sway his legs quickly to
chase Zoe. Ethan swam next to Zoe and said, “Zoe, hold my hair
tightly! Hold my hair now!” Zoe held Ethans hair tightly.

y1 sén bu hui youydng danta shi zhe kuai st bdi dongshuang tuf qu zhut gan su er
BRAEBXK BHIABRIEDLEREZEERR °

y1 sén youdao su er pangbian  xiang ta shud dao su er zhua jin wo de téu fa
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Xian zai jiu zhuazhu wo de tou fa su er jin jin dezhua zhu le yi sén de téu fa
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Luckily, there was a huge stone in front of them. Ethan held the
stone tightly and asked Zoe to climb on the stone. Zoe was scared
and kept crying loudly. Ethan shouted, ‘Help, we are here!’ They
waited to be rescued.

xing yun de ta men gian mian yoéu vyi kuai ju shi yl sén jin bao ju shi bing [af_g,
EEM M EE —REG - FRERESG X IE

su er pa shang shi tou su er hén hai pa bu ting de da shéng ki han yl sén hdn dao
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jiu ming a wo men zai zhe I ta men déng dai zhe jiu yuan
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Soon, Mrs Murphy and the students came to Ethan and Zoe. Mrs
Murphy found a long rope. She tightened half of the rope on the
tree and threw the other half to them. Ethan and Zoe were saved.
Everyone felt relieved.

bu jiu mo féi fi ren hé xuéshengmen jiu gan dao le yT sén hé su er de fu jin

AXBFXANBEMHEN T ERMRTOM A o
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ling yi bian réng xiang ta men yT sén hé su er dou huojiu le da jia dou fang xia xin lai
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Zoe thanked Ethan for saving her and apologised for being rude.
The other lions said sorry to Ethan too. They all understood that
they should not reject being friends with Ethan because of his
hair. Finally, all of them became good friends, who helped and
cared for one another!

sU er gdn xié yT sén jiu le ta hai wei ta zht gian de bu ydu shan xing wéi dao gian
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sén de téu fa ér ju jué hé ta zuopéngyou zui hou ta men chéngwéi le hdo péng you
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The Star of this Story

Tsang Hoi Lam, Alison SEgH#t

I am Alison Tsang. I am studying in Maryknoll
Convent School (Primary Section)..I om a

“bookaholic™ and I am a-big fan lof Harry
Potter. T also like playing volleybaill.
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Now Emma Can See
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Written by X
Tsang Hoi Lam, Alison S8t
Ilustrated by

Tsang Hoi Lam, Alison S8t

Individual Category
®L 48!

The story is originally written in English
RLBRBHES




Emma the velociraptor lived in a quaint and poor village. She liked
to stay in her cozy house, sipping coffee in a red armchair near
the fireplace. Emma had no desires. She had everything, except
for good eyesight. While her neighbours were struggling for
shelter, food and warmth, Emma only saw herself and her own
needs.
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She didnt care about the needs of her neighbours. One day,
feeling hungry, Emma dragged herself into the kitchen fo cook a
fine steak. As she strained to read the cookbook, she misread the
cooking time as 75 minutes instead of 15 minutes. She overcooked
and burnt the steak.
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A kind-hearted wizard saw (more likely smelled) this while
passing by the window. With a flick of his wand, he appeared in
Emma’s kitchen. Stunned and amazed, Emma asked, "Who are you?
How did you come in?”
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Ignoring her question, he sniffed the air and asked, "Hmmm ..
you've burnt your steak? Did you misread the cookbook because
of your poor eyesight?" Emma was flabbergasted and quite
confused. She protested, “"Surely, you have been spying on me!
How do you know about my poor eyesight?"
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The wizard grinned, "Because I'm a wizard, and wizards know

everything.” He continued, "I also know exactly what you need.
We will brew a potion together to make you see better’ Emma
excitedly agreed. Into a big potf, the wizard dumped mint,
lavender, three bitter gourds...
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A lizards tail, a pair of frog legs and a bunch of guarana fruits
that looked like eyes. As they were making the potion, Emma kept
arguing and interrupting even though she knew nothing about the
matter. Emma thought, “I'm much better at the Wizards job than
he is.”
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She tried to snatch the ladle from the wizard. While they
were pulling and pushing each other for the ladle, Emma
knocked over the entire pot. Nearly all of the potion was
spilled onto the floor. Looking at the spillage, Emma began
to cry.
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She regretted her arrogance and ruthlessness and said, “I'm

really sorry. I've messed up everything. It's hopeless now.”
For the first time in her life, she wholeheartedly apologised.
"Not quite,” said the wizard. "Remember, I am a wizard.”
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The wizard scooped a spoonful of the liquid from inside the
pot and asked Emma to take a sip. It was a clear purple
liquid that smelled like a mixture of lavender and mint,
and tasted sour and bitter. She hesitated for a second and
swallowed it in one gulp.
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Emma opened her large, sparkly eyes and her vision was
clear. As she looked around, she saw a frail elderly dinosaur
begging for food outside her house. He was shivering in the
snow. For the first time, Emma’s heart went out to a needy
neighbour.
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The wizard locked eyes with Emma and suggested, “Let’s help
him.” Emma nodded. Without hesitation, she baked a pizza
while the wizard prepared a pitcher of water. Then Emma
walked out onto the cold, snowy pavement, making her way
to the dinosaur. She kindly handed him the meal and water.
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The dinosaur was grateful. He gobbled up the food in one
go. Emma thanked the wizard for healing her eyesight. The
wizard pleasantly said, "Now you can see well with your
eyes. Better than that, you also can see well with your
heart.”
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The Star of this Story

Chim Chi Yu. B>

Emily is the author and illustrator of Alex™ s Adventure
in Lavish Lake. She lis creative and possesses lots of
things--- She has wild ideas, such as inventing goggles
which allow you to read books ten million, times faster
than before, wild fingers which never stop, twitching,
fiddling with paper and crafting-and a-rather wild
hairdo. She loves reading, and enormously admires
Matilda, a brainy child in one of the most famous books
Roald Daohl wrote. Her dream is to be as smart as
Matilda so she began working towards it. She said, ‘I
remember when I was 5 years old, I opened a  “boring
book with no pictures” and flipped through it. Very
soon, my eyes were glued to it, and my mother had
to pull it away in order to start dinner. That' s how
it changed my life.” Emily now often pulls out a tiny
slip of paper, with a poem scrawled on it. Behind all
that, she keeps still on the journey to school, thinking
deep. And the first thing she does after getting rid of
her saggy schoolbag is to scribble her ideas of a new
project on a piece of paper she never wants to lose.
Now, I suppose she has a new dream — being G poet.
Now that’ s not entirely impossible, right?
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"Alex! Alex!” Hearing my mothers voice, I woke up, still thinking
about the dream I had last night. "Alex!” My mother exclaimed,
storming in my room with her red dress swaying wildly. "Have you
thrown your new shirt in Lavish Lake AGAIN? And your sneakers,
too! And where is your toy box?”
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“Yes, the shirt and sneakers had mud on them,” I answered. "And
the toys were old and I dont want them. Also, I got paint on the
toy box while I was painting.”

"You could just wash it off and it is wearable again!” She said.

dui  chénshan hé yundong xié shangdou zhanle ni
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"Why do I have to keep EVERYTHING in my house? I just dont
like old things!” I yelled.

"Well, you cannot throw something you used once only, Alex!” My
mother scolded me.

"Okay,” I mumbled, not meaning it. And with that, she marched out
to have breakfast.
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I forgot to mention that my mother is Red Riding Hood. She’s
quite annoying as shes always grumbling about how wasteful I
am. My father is Jack, and yes, he climbed a beanstalk to the
giant’s house! And I am Alex. My family is quite rich. I even
have a wonderful magical harp that makes music by itself and a
hen called Goldie who lays golden eggs every day. She married
a rooster and had four normal eggs and one girl chick named
Jessie who also lays golden eggs. What a wonderful family!
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Well, after a scrumptious breakfast, I felt like something was
missing — an adventure! I had to be as adventurous as my father,
so I went in the kitchen and grabbed a packet of bacon, two
bottles of water and an apple. I stuffed the food in my backpack,
and off I went, heading straight for the Troll Forest.
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Sprinting up a giant hill, I passed lots of frees, foxes, birds and
bees. Soon, I arrived at Lavish Lake. Deep in the forest, sitting by
the lake, I yawned. "Isnt anything going to happen?” I grumbled.
So I started a fire and cooked some bacon over it. When I was
about to take a big bite, a beaver approached me and said, “Food?”
The smell must have attracted him. I was not surprised at the
talking animals because the magical things I kept at home were
just as wonderful!
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Anyway, it said, "Can I have it? I'll give you this magic stone in
exchange for the paw-licking good bacon!” The stone was brown
and slightly glowing, looking powerful in the beavers tiny paw.
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When I reached out for it, I hesitated. I was thinking about my
mother; she was tricked by a wolf and almost got herself Killed.
My father, however, became rich after exchanging his cow for some
magical beans. At last, I decided to be as brave as my father. Taking
the stone, I asked, "What does it do?”
"Oh, give me your apple and I will tell you.” So I gave him the juicy
apple, without thinking. I knew I had a mountain of apples back
home.
“"Throw it into the lake and you'll be able to breathe underwater,’
the beaver mumbled between chews, devouring the last bit of bacon.
So I stood up, aimed the stone at the centre of the lake and threw
it in with a great big splash!
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Then, the water parted. I walked on dry land with a wall of
water on either side. Soon, the water returned, obeying the law
of gravity. I was, as the beaver said, breathing in the water
perfectly! I wandered around, venturing through the lake.
Unexpectedly, a tadpole swished in front of me and asked me to
follow him. Following the talking tadpole to a castle, I spotted
a lovely toy box with some cool toys inside. Wait! There was a
splash of red paint on it. They were mine. I noticed my other
belongings - the T-shirt and sneakers. There were many other
things that I had chucked into the lake long time ago.
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I reached for the clothes but somehow, they kept dodging around
me, not letting me touch them. I fried to play with the toys.
Fling! Splash! Fling! The toys were flying over my head. “Stupid
toy car!” I shouted, stomping off to a table I dumped in the lake
the day before.
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I saw our leffover food. There were some fruits, half-eaten curry
and rice, two drumsticks and a bottle of apple juice. The food

smelled inviting. Since my food was in the beavers stomach and I had Clenching my teeth, I got hold of the pear with my hand. This
travelled For. quite a long while, my tfummy was grumbling. I grabbed time, it vanished. How irritating! I was so tired and hungry that I
a spoon but it bounced off. flopped on the bed, moaning in despair! 0 {
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Suddenly, a silver jellyfish in a yellow cape and crown tailed out,
followed by three armed eels. "Have you learnt your lesson?”
asked the Fish King.
"You treat your things as rubbish so you are forbidden from
touching them! You should cherish what you have.”
“Yes,” I breathed in awe, "I should bring them home and take
good care of them.”
"No, no, no! Its too late. They will stay here since I wont waste
them. Now go home and dont forget your lesson!”
I nodded.
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The next thing I knew was that I was holding my breath,
swimming up back to the surface of the lake and gasping,
breathing in large gulps of air. The Fish King, eels and beaver
were nowhere in sight.
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I went home, took a bath and washed my clothes by myself, for
the first time. "Theres a hole in your shirt. Youd better throw it
away,’ my mother said.

“Its fine,” I answered. "I could mend it

"Since when did he start cherishing his stuff?” she asked my dad,
startled.

“Beats me,” he said.
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dén éq 35_" day. First, I was bored and decided an adventure would do. Then,
/@\ a beaver swapped a magic stone for my picnic food! I threw the

stone info Lavish Lake, and the water parted!
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I was so surprised. I wandered around the lake, (yes, I could
breathe underwater!) and I saw a tadpole. I followed it to a place
full of my belongings but somehow, I couldnt touch any of them!

e ling wo shi fén jing ya wo zai ha di si zhouman bu wo néng gou zai shuf
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Soon, I was frustrated and ready to drop, until I saw the Fish
King. He was actually a jellyfish. He faught me a valuable lesson.
I should cherish my things and not to fake them for granted. And
in the coming weekend, I will take Jessie to the fown square and
give the needy some golden eggs. I know how to share, right?”
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The Star of this Story

Cass Lee, Miranda Ma and Aeryn Chong

Cass, Miranda and Aeryn are Year 5 students attending
Chinese International School. Cass enjoys writing and
reading in her free time. Her favorite sport.is tennis.
Miranda loves to drow pictures of scenery and people
because it is relaxing. In her free time, Aeryn likes to
hang out with animals. Together they like to play gomes
and eat snhacks.
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Hi! My name is Sugar and I am a Samoyed. I am four months old
and I recently got abandoned by my previous owner who left
me in the dump. This left me devastated. It was not unftil last
Wednesday morning when a volunteer from the adoption agency
rescued me. I loved it there but still wanted a real home.

ni hdao wo de ming zi shi tidn tian wo shi yi zhl sa md yé qudn wo yi jing
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The following day, I was having fun with other puppies in the
adoption agency, they were all very friendly! We played tag
together and chewed one of the volunteers sweaters lying on the
ground. Suddenly, one volunteer just scooped me up and brought
me into a car. I was so confused, but before I had time to react
and bark at the people, everything became pitch black.

di ér tian wo hé jl gou I gi ta gou wan de hén kai xin ta men dou hén ydu
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When I woke up, I saw eyes staring at me. At first, I thought
they were going to hurt me but the woman in a red velvet dress
started petting me. The little girl wearing the pink dress was
about the height of a 5-year-old. She was holding a grey fluff
ball that was trying to escape.
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This thing was small and adorable! It looked like a cat, and I
wanted to be its friend. So I started sniffing its tail like what I
do with other dogs, but instead of sniffing my fail back, it would
often hide behind a plant or curtains. Sometimes it would even
hiss at me. I was scared but I knew that everything was going to
be fine.
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It was day two of living in that house and I was still determined
to make friends with the cat. I tried fo act as friendly as possible
but all she did was hide or hiss at me, always having her little
sharp teeth out. Luckily, I made friends with my owners but I
still couldnt become friends with the cat.
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On another morning, I was still thinking about making friends
with the cat. I began to wonder if the cat hated me or if it was
just scared. When I finished my breakfast, my owners let me out.
I decided fo take a little walk, just to chill out. The garden was
tranquil, and I could hear the birds chirping.
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While I was out I saw a small shadow. I had no clue what it was
but heard a sound. The sound came from the fop of the tree. I
looked up and saw the cat clinging onto a wooden branch. The
little cat suddenly jumped down. I leapt forward and tried to
save the falling cat. "Meow”, I turned around and saw the cat on
my back.

san bu de shi hou wo tl ran kan jian yi ge xidoying zi yi kai shi wd bu zhi
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I was scared the cat was going to hiss at me, so I put the cat

down and ran into the house, up the stairs and went to the doggy

bed that was lying in the corner. Suddenly I heard a little voice
| saying, "I-I just wanted to say thanks!” I looked up and saw the
little cat, "Anytime, I'm Sugar! How about you?” I replied.
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The cat said, "I'm Cosmo.” When I heard the name ‘Cosmo’,
some Kind of energy rose from the bottom of my heart. I felt
empowered. I knew Cosmo by her name. It was the most amazing
thing to have happened in my life! I no longer felt lonely. Knowing
that Cosmo and I had become friends, I suggested that we should
go outside and watch the beautiful sunset.
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The next day, Cosmo and I started playing fogether. We tried
playing hide and seek together. However, that didnt work out
because my tail would always stick up. Therefore, we decided to
settle on a tag game. We usually played when our owners went
out. That is the story of how Cosmo and I became friends.
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The Star of this Story

Chan Vi Chi, Williom BRCL%E0

Hello! My name is William. Chan Yi Chi.and I-am |10 years
old. T am currently in-Year 5 at ESF'Sha Tin Junior
School. T like reading, drawing and writing stories. I
wrote the story “A Story of Brothers”| -becausermy
little brother inspired me. I feel-like I am the older
brother, so I have to toke care of my little brother,
because he is not just my brother, he is my best friend
ever. Hope you enjoy my story!
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Have you ever had that Feellng that you just had to win? I have.
Multiple times. And my brother, Bill, was not making it any better.
He, always with his “awards” and “achievements”, makes everyone
prefer him over me. I felt horrible. I just dont understand. Bill
and I, were treated a lot differently. What am I doing wrong? 1
can get awards! I can win a lot! I can do it too! Fortunately, on
January 4th, 2023, I got some help.
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That day, Bill was scheduled to play a basketball match, compete
in a piano contest and take a science test. And what were my
plans for the day? I planned to stay home, thank you, and be
away from Bill. I needed a serious break from him. He would
probably win the match, get first place in the contest and pass
the test with a perfect score. Everyone would be so... “proud”.
These thoughts tumbled around in my head until my mother
snapped me out of my daydream. "Stop sulking and help me with
the laundry, Jack.” said Mom. She just had to ask me. Never Bill.
He was always, according to my mother, busy with some sort of
project.
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"Ask Bill. He's the older one.” Being the younger one has its
advantages.

“Bill? Hes busy doing a research paper.’ Of course he was busy. So,
I did the laundry and went outside with an irate face. A man stood
at the doorway. He had on a blue robe and he wore a black hat, but
the thing that stood out to me the most was his gray hair. It went
down tfo his shoulders!

"Who are you?” I inquired. "I am but a traveller, searching for...
“For what?” I interrogated. "For... Jack?”

"Huh? That’s me!?” "Well, I have something to show you,” he
grumbled.
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He pulled out a stick and thrust it out. "Here. When you get that
‘jealous’ feeling, wave the stick about”

“How do you know about that?” I questioned.

“Doesnt matter. This stick will help you. Thats all you need to
know.”

“Whoa.”

“Yeah. Itll solve all your problems.” Then the man walked off into
the night, until he was nothing but a speck in the distance, as far
as the eye can see.
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I lied on the bed and considered it for a while, decided to put
this “stick” into motion. If this stick did what the man said, it
would change my life. I tried to get out of bed, but I fell. "Ouch!”
I shouted. I hobbled to Bills basketball tournament. There, I saw
him put up points. It was only the second quarter and he had
racked up 31 to give the Bulldogs a 48-point lead. I felt the stick
in my hand, and without knowing, waved it at him.
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Afterwards, the stick shot out a neon blast of light and lit up
Bill. At the time, he was trying to shoot the ball. Suddenly,
he airballed so much that his teams lead had faded away. The
audience started to boo his team. Some shouted at them, some
simply left the arena. The Bulldogs were having their worst game
of the season. Amongst the crowd, I smirked to myself knowingly.
“Lets see what else we can do.’ I said to myself.
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After the game ended 126 - 73, Grizzlies - Bulldogs respectively,
the next thing I did was hide. I didnt want Bill to see me! I felt
a little guilty. If he saw me, what would I do? So following Bills
schedule for the day, I dashed to his piano competition where Bill
got ready to perform. There were about 50 people in the pews,
all ready fo listen. He started to play the opening of his chosen
song. He was a little tired from the game, but he was playing
very impressively nonetheless. In the nick of time, I waved the
wand, and it worked its magic.
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Bill's hands started shaking uncontrollably. Unexpectedly, he
forgot all the notes to the song and performed horribly. It
sounded like a 2-year old who was pounding on the keys. Now
this was awkward. Everyone there had heard of Bill, and they
were expecting a splendid performance. Eventually, Bill ended the
contest in third place. That might have actually been impressive
if there had been more than three people competing! I ran down
the street, laughing, laughing, laughing. “Thanks, you wonderful
stick.” I whispered happily.
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The last place I went that day was Bills college. Every Sunday,
Bill would attend a science group meeting. Today was the test
on the periodic table. Bill had to find the formula for a specific
chemical. He was doing well, until the stick did its job. As quick
as a flash, Bills answering streak came to a stop. He got 14% on
the test. Behind the door, I guffawed wildly. Suddenly, Bill looked
around and stared directly at me.
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I broke out in a run but couldnt manage to escape. Bill had an iron
grip. “Were you spying on me?”

"No.” I replied, anxiously.

"Well, if you saw anything, remember this. You'll never see it
again. Hard work beats talent when talent fails fo work hard.
Practice makes perfect. Our mom taught us that ever since we
started school. Next time, you can watch me get 100%!”

I marveled at this. I thought he just always got lucky. I felt
the courage building up. I had to confess my actions, and the
disappointment that I had caused.
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"I'm the one whos been making everything go wrong’ I said.

“What?"

"I got this stick. It can make anyone lose everything and have a bad day!’
“Let me see,’ said Bill.

So I pulled out the stick.

“Whoa’ said Bill

“These are all your problems merged info one stick. I dont want it anymore.
And I'm going to destroy it’ I took the stick and snapped it in half. Bill
smiled.

"How about an apology?” he requested.

“Sorry.’ I murmured.

yi qiedou shi wozaodnengde wo shuo dao
F—t)ERE R ERRAY o 4 FuERE
shén me

"HREE?
zhé géngun zinéngrang rénshr qu vyi gie du guozaogao de yi ftian
FERBEFTERBEEAXRE ) EBERI—X - |
rangwo kan kan bl ér shud dao
"EREE L KRB -
woO nd chi le na géngun zi
RELTRES ©
hua bi ér jing tan
"o, EWEIE -
zhegen gun zi shi yi gie ma fan deyuantdu  wo bu xidng zai yao ale ta
EREFE—IMEBIRE  ZRABBETE T ° ﬁg}E
xiao hur wd nd qi gun zi bd ta zhé dvéngliangban bl ér xiang wowei xiao
HE o ) BERES - IBEIAME - LB ME -
na ni zhinbei dao gégianma tawen dao
"ARREfREERIE T L tREE o

dui bu qi wo ding shéng shud dao

"THAR ,BHEERE -

i
#\é
B
)
(03

0
| O
()]
c
)
(@]
S
(a2]
Y-
(@]
>
{5
(@]
)
n
<1

Ji




a1t !

The day after, I woke up as always and ate my breakfast in the dining
room. Bill opened the door for us to go to school, and he found a man with
a blue robe, a black hat, and long gray hair standing on the doorstep. “Its
your turn to strike back, Bill,’ declared the man, glaring at us...... But thats
a story for another day.
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Yuri Korolev just turned 26. He was having his zero-gravity training when he
stared out of the glass window. A 10,000-ton rocket stared back, shading the
area from the vicious sunlight. It was covered with frost."What? Am I going to
Neptune in that monster?“Yuri thought.
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The next day, dexterous Yuri and the flight engineer Koverlov Shovak stepped
out of the garage. There was a red carpet leading to the Explorer ahead of
them. The crowds of citizens threw elegant roses over them. Finally, they got
fo the Explorer and rode the launch tower elevator up.
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T minus ten!” The loudspeaker from the Control Center boomed.
Koverlov looked around. The closest people were the ones viewing from a

kilometre away.

“Five!” The boosters ignited.

“Fourt” Main engines ignited.

“Lift offt” Flames poured from the platform.
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The Explorer shot up, accelerating rapidly. By the time they had crossed
the lower atmosphere, the rocket was hypersonic. "I cant get up!”
Koverlov shouted.

"Its just max Q," Yuri explained with patience. They got into their beds
and strapped themselves in.
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Two hours later..crash! "Whats that?” Koverlov jumped, like a frightened
goblin.

“Its just the first stage separating,’ explained Yuri. The second stage
fired and retreated back. The Omaha spacecraff, with Yuri and Koverlov
inside, rendezvoused with the Orion spacecraft, with Scott inside.

lidng xido shi hou péng na  shi shén me ké fi luo fi xiang zhi shou jing de

MANEFR B! "HEAE? S RBBIREEZER

Xido jing ling yi yang tido le qi ki
IMEE— KR T o
zhé zhi shi di yi jié duanfen i you I jig shi dao d ér jiéduan fa dong
"EREE RO L ARMEESE - S TREREE

bingcong i & fen i zai zheydu I hé ké fu luo fi de ao md ha hao @ kongchudn yu

WHREHEE D RE - BIBLENN A BZIXRNWRFBIGHR K ZEf » B

zd Zhe st ké té de lie hu zud i kong chuan hui hé

SBERNRFNEFERXZE 8T -

o

Reach for Neptune

TTRNB ER 2




Boom! They had reached Neptune. The spacecraft were too far away
from the sun to generate solar power, so they used nuclear energy
instead. Clunk! They separated and everyone was inside the crowded
Omaha. Whizz! The lunar module shot out. They peacefully landed on
Neptune. Flecks of dust and debris flew up.
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After a minute, the door opened and the three men stepped out. “Wow!”
gasped Yuri. "I should have said something manlier; he thought. "A
small step on Neptune, another ginormous milestone for mankind,” he

corrected.
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"Oh my! This place is literally empty!” Koverlov exclaimed.

"Of course! We are the first ones sent to collect samples of soil. Come
int We'll find a place soft enough tfo stick our instruments inside” Scott
grinned as he climbed info the buggy.
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"Kulovsky has forgotten to insert the last gallons of fuel!” Yuri shouted.
"How will we survive?” Koverlov exclaimed worriedly. Ideas buzzed
around Yuris brain. He tried to remember everything he did in his
training: the zero-gravity training, the emergency engineering training,
the out-of-fuel emergency escape...
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Yes! The out-of-fuel emergency! “Lets leap out of the spacecraft
and open the parachute. Go!” Yuri punched his fist into his palm
and went back into the module.

Omaha rose up once more. One hour later, Scott looked out of the
window. Orion was in aerocapture!
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Once they passed aerocapture, they opened the door. "Lets jump!”
Scott yelled.

So they did and pulled open their parachutes. Everyone on the
ground cheered and applauded for their safe landing. Yuri was
renowned for being cool headed in the face of adversity.
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Soon, Kulovsky ran over to Yuri, "I'm sorry!” He pointed at the
craft screaming down. “Lets go to Rocket Restaurant for dinner.
Its my treat!” He invited Yuri.

Let me fell you a little secret, my friends. I am Yuri.
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Hello! My name is Jaime. I am G seven-year-old girl. I
love reading, especially Coptain-Underpants and_The

The Star of this Story
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Treehouse collection.
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One bright and sunny morning, a joyful beetroot was flying to
the park. The Beetroot lived in a magical land called Flying Land
where everything could fly. Cats could fly. Dogs could fly. Carrots
could fly. Even pizzas could fly.
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The Beetroot was a funny and cheerful vegetable. She was small,
round and maroon in colour. The Beetroot loved to go to the park.
She went to the park every day.

hongai tou shi yi ké you qu you kuai l& de shi ci ta 2z hong s de shén ti xido
AIXBEE—BREBXNRENGEX MK SHEE /N

gido you yuan run hongcai tou méi tian dou hui qu @ zui ai de gongyuan

IEXEHE - fIXBEXBSTENRENLE -

O
C
9
| &N
(TN
+—
n
=
(N
v
)
(@)
(@]
A
o
Q
Q
(a2]

o
&
T
{8
)
I
o




All of a sudden, the bright and sunny weather changed. The sky
went dark with thick black clouds. Rain started pouring from the
sky. "Oh no! I do not have an umbrella!” cried the Beetroot.
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The Beetroot was getting soaked. It was raining cats and dogs.
There was nowhere for the Beetroot to hide. The Beetroot was
dripping her colour all around in dark red puddles.
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Just then, a small black and yellow bee came buzzing by. The
Bee was holding a spare umbrella. “Bee, please can I borrow the
umbrella?” asked the Beetroot, desperately.
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The Bee laughed meanly, "HaHaHa, no you cant borrow my
umbrella! Bye-bye Beetroot” The Bee buzzed away holding the
spare umbrella. The Beetroots jaw dropped. She was shocked that
the Bee said “no!”
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The Beetroot started to cry. She could not believe that the Bee
was so mean and selfish. The rain started to get even heavier.
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Just then, a Kind Butterfly flew into the park. She saw the
Beefroot crying in the rain without an umbrella. The Butterfly
flew over to the Beetroot.
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“"Where is your umbrella, Beetroot?” asked the Butterfly.

"I forgot to bring it answered the Beetroot sadly.

"Its okay Beetroot, you can share my umbrella,” replied the
Butterfly. The Beetroot immediately flew under the Butterfly's
umbrella. The Beetroot was overjoyed that the Butterfly was so
kind and generous.
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The Butterfly took the Beetroot to her secret underground house
that had a huge umbrella and bubble room. "Do you want one of
my umbrellas?” asked the Butterfly. "I have hundreds of them.”
"But where did you get so many?” asked the Beetroot, staring at
all the umbrellas in amazement.
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The Beetroot chose an umbrella covered in tiny purple beetroots.
"I like this one,” exclaimed the Beetroot. "Thank you, Butterfly. Do
you want to be friends?”

“Yes, let's be friends,” giggled the Butterfly.
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From that day on, the Beetroot and the Butterfly became
best friends. They were inseparable. The Beetroot will always
remember the kindness of the Butterfly.
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The Star of this Story

Lau Yan Ting, Edwin 1R

I am Edwin from Lok Sin Tong Leung Kau Kui Primary
School. Why do I like drawing? It" s simple! Just
because it makes me feel relaxed while drawing.
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I am Karl from Lok Sin Tong Leung Kau Kui Primary
School. I like expressing my ideas through writing
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A hundred years ago, there was a legend about a monster in the
ocean. It was called Olick. It liked killing humans, so everybody
was afraid of it. Nowadays, almost all humans think that it is just
a legend and not real.
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However, there was a brave boy called Karl who believed the
legend was real. He decided to find out the truth, so he set off
into the ocean to look for Olick.
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After a few days sailing in the ocean, there was a strong light
that suddenly appeared. Then a monster appeared in the ocean.
Karl was very excited and screamed, "Oh no! It is Olick.”
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Olick really looked like a fierce octopus because it had a pair of
horrible green eyes and ten huge tentacles. It shouted, "You boy,
why do you come here? You must be killed.” Then it reached out
its tentacles to grab Karl.
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“*Wait! Dont kill me first! I just want to know why you Kill
humans?” Karl asked with a trembling voice.

"Why dont you ask your human friends? Why do they like
polluting the ocean? My beautiful blue home has been destroyed
by humans,” Olick replied angrily.
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Olick continued, "Humans keep throwing rubbish and dumping
sewage intfo the ocean. Many sea animals have been Killed by
water pollution. My beautiful blue home has become grey because
of selfish humans.’
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Karl begged, "Please give one more chance to humans. I really
understand the poor situation of what they have done. Please
let me go and I will persuade them to stop polluting the ocean.
Please believe me!”

ki ér kén qiu dao gng zai géi rén lei yi d ji hu wo yi jingzhi dao @
T*HAEBEKE : "FEBRUARE—ARET - BEKERBEfi
men de cud wi xingwéi yin zhi de & gud gng fangwo li  kai rangwd qu shui fu @

PIEERTRASITNBR - FNHEER - BEREREML
menting zhi wi rdn hdi yang xiang xin wo ba

ffEIlLsRiE* - BEHIE ! |

T 3 .-."'..'* -r -
A A i,




Olick hesitated. Karl continued, "I promise I will come back to you
after three years. If humans keep polluting the ocean, you may
kill us all.”

Olick replied, “"Ok, deal! Keep your promise. Otherwise, all the
humans will be killed.’
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After that, all of the humans were inspired by Karl. They not
only stopped polluting the ocean, but also tried hard to protect it.
Then, the ocean was starting fo be clean and beautiful.
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Three years later, Karl kept his promise to meet Olick. He asked,
"Olick, are you satisfied with the humans' change of behaviour?”
Olick answered, "Yes. My blue home has become much better now.
I hope all of the humans can continue to protect it
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Hey humans, we are living things who live on the Earth and
share the sea resources with others. Please be considerate! Stop
polluting our treasured ocean! I am sure we can live in harmony
with all of the other living things, including Olick.
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The Star of this Story

Chan TakiV0, Felix/ =g

I am Il years old and I study at Christian Alliance
International School. I wrote the story “Patience
Pays” because I believe people must not act
carelessly without thinking. I want to show how one
can achieve real success through patience.

I chose to use dragon as characters because they
are more colourful than just humans. In the story, my
dragon wanted to grow up in G rush but harmed his
health. Thankfully he eventually found a solution.

I hope my story will inspire all my readers. Through
hard work and dedication, anyone can achieve his
goals in life.

Patience Pays
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The story is originally written in English
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There was a meek Il’r’rle dragon called James He was_\always
teased in s '?'I" T being - . J " had a dream, to
become ’rhe ' HL:UJ nes serious.

now. He had a plan.
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HE EFEHIRBENEBZERMHNSE MEBEI

ke shi xian ta you yi ge ji hua
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He visited McDragold restaurant everyday and ate as much as
he could to put on weight. After going on like this for many
months, James had serious trouble getting through the door of
McDragold. With his belly getting hopelessly big, James fell over
and slumped onto the ground.

ta méi tian di hui gqu mailéng jing can ting wéi le zéngjia i zhong 3 jin ké néng
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He couldnt pick himself up as his arms and legs were weak. He
had gained weight but all in the wrong places. His first plan,
forced-feeding, failed. Then he had another plan.
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The problem was his weak arms and legs. The Great Dragon Gym
would be the answer. James went there and hesitated at the
door, admiring the largest dragons he had ever seen. Then he took
a deep breath and entered. Luckily the door was super wide and
his belly slipped through.

A ren wéi A de wen - ti chi zai t3 x0 ruo deshéu bi hé ti bushang zhi you ju
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However, there was a new problem. James was not tall enough.
The gym manager only allowed big boys, not big bellies, to get
in. His second plan failed too. James felt much defeated. He I
remembered the great dragon, Plasma, who was a thousand years ’
old.
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"Maybe he can help,” he thought. He went to Plasmas nest and
found him sleeping. James thought it was impolite to wake him
and waited all day until late affternoon. Finally, Plasma woke up.
James asked how he could be bigger - not only bigger, but the
largest of all dragons.

yé xU ta néngbangshangmang ta xiang @oqu le pi @ sT md de wo
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Plasma was reluctant at first, but eventually gave James a potion.
It was a clear liquid in a crystal bottle. “This potion works for a
limited time .." Plasma started explaining. However, James was too
impatient to let Plasma finish. He quickly drank the potion.

A portal appeared on the wall.
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He walked in and started free falling into a place that looked
familiar. It was like his home but not exactly the same. He saw a

golden armchair in which sat a dragon. James could only see his
back. Shocked and puzzled, James asked, "Who are you?”
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The monstrous dragon turned around and replied, "I am the
future you! What do you want?” James said he wanted to become
the biggest, the fallest and the strongest. The giant that looked
just like James, but much larger and older.

ju long zhudn guo shén lai hui da dao wO shi wei A de ni ni xidng yao shén
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“IT TAKES

TIMES To Grow
LARGER. | "

The giant replied, “you cant rush it. You need a lot of time and
patience. You have to take things one at a fime. Start with
training at home. Then when the time comes, you'll be tall enough
to enter the Great Dragon Gym.” At that very moment, the effect
of the potion faded.

ju long hui da dao ni xii yao da liang de shi jian hé nai Xin bu néng cao
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James returned to the real world. He had a revelation. "That's
the key! Theres no shortcut to my goal.” James drew up a training
plan and diligently stuck to it at home. He put marks on the wall
to record the results of his hard work. Eventually, he was tall
enough to enter the Great Dragon Gym.

zhanmli shi hui dao le xian shi shi jie ta dé dao le g shi wO de mu bido
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There he trained ten hours a day, drank lots of milk and followed
a balanced diet. James made slow and steady progress. After five
years, James was as fall as the statue of the Great Wise Dragon,
the founder of Dragon Island. No longer would anyone dare tfo
tease the Great James. His patience had paid off.
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for supporting the annual

Let’s celebrate the

following students who are making a difference through their participation and contribution this year, and
whose creativity and imagination will help to inspire others!
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